
Welcome!



Who we are 

Established in 2012, The Bell 

Foundation is a charitable 

foundation which works to 

change lives and overcome 

exclusion through language 

education.

The Bell Foundation 



Intentions for the talk

1. Introduce you to The Bell Foundation’s EAL Assessment 
Framework for schools

2. Show how the EAL Assessment Framework can be used 
by schools to help them arrive at a best fit judgment of 
language proficiency, monitor on-going progress and set 
appropriate language learning targets



Setting the context



How many pupils are classified as having 

English as an Additional Language in England? 

EAL learners in England

Do you know?



Number of EAL learners in England

1,291,166

771,083 in state-funded primary schools

520,083 in state-funded secondary schools

16,957 in special schools and Pupil Referral Units

Source: School Census, January 2017



Number of pupils learning EAL 

by phase: England, 2006-2017

1.4

State-funded 

primary

schools

20.6%

State-funded 

secondary 

schools

16.2%

EAL will be a key characteristic of student bodies in many 

schools for the foreseeable future



Attainment is also affected 

by arrival time

Attainment is affected 

by first language
Although headline 

figures published by 

the Department for 

Education show that, 

on average, in 2016 

EAL pupils performed 

well, the data used     

is distorted by missing 

or misleading prior 

attainment records..

Educational Outcomes of Children 

with English as an Additional Language

Hutchinson (2018) 

Lack of specialist expertise 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education


Statutory reporting 

of proficiency in English 

for all EAL pupils 

aged 4-16

EAL or not

No requirement to assess 

language proficiency 

in English 

Statutory reporting 

20162015



Language proficiency

‘Proficiency in the English 
language is the major factor 

influencing the degree of 
support an individual student 
will require, and schools will 

need to be able to assess this 
need accurately.

Strand, Malmberg and Hall (2015) 

The five new codes to 
assess EAL pupils

A New to English

B Early Acquisition

C Developing Competence 

D Competent 

E Fluent 



Statutory reporting 



Yes but…

I’ve heard about 

the codes but I 

think our 

admissions team 

deal with them 
EAL Coordinator 

I’m very worried that our 

teachers over-assess the 

level of English language 

proficiency of their EAL 

learners  
Head teacher

We were asked 

to assign codes 

last year but we 

didn’t really know 

what they were 
Yr 1 class teacher 

I don’t agree with 

the codes that were 

assigned last year, 

can I change them? 
Yr 6 class teacher 

I’ve been told to assign no 

higher than a C for my 

reception children, is that 

true? 
Reception class teacher 



1. Thumbs up or down?

Your experience with the DfE codes 

The five new codes to assess EAL pupils A B C D E



The EAL Assessment 

framework for schools, 

produced by The Bell 

Foundation



EAL ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK 
FOR SCHOOLS

Free download 
https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/

Available 

now! 

https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/


How many of you have used 
the framework? 



The EAL Assessment 
Framework for Schools

• Robust and evidence-informed 

• Written by leading experts in assessment
Professor Constant Leung, King’s College London

Dr Michael Evans, Cambridge University

Dr Neil Jones, Language Consultant, formerly Cambridge English 

Language Assessment

Dr Yongcan Liu, Cambridge University 



Aligns with the DfE statutory reporting
of EAL pupils’ Proficiency in English

The framework

• adopts the same 5-band scale as the DfE (A-E)

• supplements the DfE screener – assesses the 4 language 
domains 

• was designed to support planning and target setting



Structure of the framework

• 2 scales - Primary and Secondary

• Each scale - 4 domains: 
o Listening 
o Speaking 
o Reading and Viewing 
o Writing

• Each domain - 5 bands (A, B, C, D and E)

• Each band - 10 descriptors



Descriptors: Primary Listening 

These 

descriptors 

show early 

development 

These are 

closer to the 

next band 



Provide a road map 

for progress 

End of term, year 

or key stage 

assessments 

Summative Formative
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Working with the 

framework 

in writing  



features 

typical of story 

writing

the simple past 

tense

descriptive 

vocabulary

Working with the framework in story writing 

Next to a tree was a small, shiny, gold bucket. 

Once upon a time, there was a woodcutter. He can cut many trees every 

day.
He lived in small house in wood.



Primary Writing C- Developing Competence 

Once upon a time, there was a woodcutter. 

He lived in small house in wood. He can cut many trees every day. 

Next to a tree was a small, shiny, gold bucket.
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He lived in small house in wood. He can cut many trees everyday. 

Primary Writing D Competent/Diversifying                

Target setting
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Support 

Strategies



Levels of support 

Download from The Bell Foundation website 

https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Classroom-Support-Strategies-Primary.pdf


Classroom Support Strategies: working with 
EAL learners

The strategies: 

• 2 sets - Primary and Secondary

• map directly onto the relevant individual descriptors within the 

EAL Assessment Framework for Schools 

• Looks at  4 language domains 

• adopts the same 5-band scale as the DfE (A-E)

• provide practical ways to support EAL learners at each stage of 

their language development



Organisation of the strategies 

Classroom organisation 

Ongoing differentiation 

Language focus 

Marking/feedback 



Thank you


