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Results 

 The bilingual children were equally as accurate as the monolinguals; 

both had greater difficulty with object questions. The difference in 

noun number did not help them.  

  

 

 

 

 

The bilingual children were equally as fast but here was larger 

variability. Bilingual children slowed down more for object which-

questions (harder) than the monolingual children. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Bilingual children looked to the correct picture as much as the 

monolingual children  
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 Introduction 

 We investigate how bilingual children process which-questions 

using an experimental method which measures where they were 

looking as they heard them. In particular, we examine whether 

bilingual children face the same difficulties and are aided by the 

same factors as monolingual children. Our findings suggests this 

happens in a similar way to monolingual children.  

 Methodology 
Why do this?  

• Object wh-questions are acquired late relative to subject    wh-

questions (Avrutin, 2000; Guasti, 1996) 

• Subject-object asymmetry is larger for which-questions (Avrutin 

2000) 

• Monolingual children aged 5-7 find which-questions easier when 

the two nouns have a different number (Contemori et al. 2018) but 

we don’t know whether this is also the case for bilinguals  

Participants: 

• Aged 8-11 inclusive  

• 43 English first language and 25 English as additional 

language/bilingual  (testing and data analysis complete for 33 and 

14 respectively) 

• EAL: various language backgrounds 

• 14 English as an additional language – 25 recruited/tested but data 

collection and analysis in progress 

Experiment 

• Participants hear questions and see two pictures which are almost 

the same  

• They need to choose one of the pictures to answer the question they 

just heard  

• Specialist camera records where they were looking (120 times per 

second) while they heard the question and shortly after that  

• We analysed how many times they get it right and how fast they 

were to decide as well as where they were looking when they hear 

the question.  

Types of questions                                                         Sample Pictures  

• Subject – Same number for both nouns   

“Which donkey is carrying the zebra?” 

• Subject – Different number for each noun 

“Which donkey is carrying the zebras?” 

• Object – Same number for both nouns 

“Which donkey is the zebra carrying?” 

• Object – Different number for each noun  

“Which donkey are the zebras carrying?” 
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