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Pupils should be encouraged to

use their first language in lessons

when:

• The cognitive challenge is likely to 
be high: problem solving and critical 
thinking are difficult in a second 
language, even when the target 
language has been learnt for several 
years

• They are still developing proficiency 
in English: this can be particularly 
supportive when pupils try out ideas in 
their first language before writing in 
English

• Oral rehearsal will help reflection: for 
example before responding to a text

KS3 National Strategy

Access and engagement in English

Teaching pupils for whom English is an 
additional language DFES

Examples of using first language:

• Drafting a piece of extended writing

• Annotating a text using a dictionary / 
translation engine

• Creating a dual language glossary of 
key words

• Discussion in first language before 
reporting back in English/writing

• Translating key words at home in 
advance of the lessons

• Reading and talking about a topic at 

home

• Heritage Language

GCSEs

Using pupils’ first language





Recordable TalkingPEN and StoryFOLD paper

• Children can write and draw directly onto 

the paper

• Software can also be used to print images 

and text 

• One complete, the special paper can be 

folded into mini-books

• Using the TalkingPEN, a user can add 

audio content to each page of the book.



Bilingual Books 

for KS1 and beyond



Supporting Reading - Finding Information on the internet 

Search for articles in 

different languages

and in ‘Simple 

English’

http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page

http://www.google.com/advanced_search



Electronic Translation Tools

Online Translation Tools



Thai speaker



Enrich the 

learning 

environment 

with 

multilingual 

materials 



Whole school approaches for celebrating language learning 

and promoting an intercultural dimension

Bilingual Storytelling



Whole school approaches for celebrating language learning 

and promoting an intercultural dimension

Hampshire Young Interpreter Scheme



Accessing the curriculum through first 

language: secondary support programme

• A personalised learning programme catering to the individual needs of students.

• Aims to develop students’ independence and confidence with accessing the 

curriculum.

• Develops and promotes the use of first language to support learning and 

understanding. 

• Activities to develop research skills, drafting and speaking & listening. 




